PpppppPPP 


‘ihe Daily Courant. 


Numb. 5330 


Thurfday, November 20. 1758. 


A Letter toa Friend at the Hague, upon the Subject of the 
Quadruple Aliance. 
Tranflated from the French Copy printed in Helland. 


SIR, 
Give you many Thanks for the printed Piece which 
you have fent me; but permit me to tell you, 
that the Reafon which you alledge to perfwade me, 
that the Author has good Ground for what he advan- 
ces, appears to me only capable of diffwading any one 
who pleafes to refle&t on it. For who knows not that 
the publick Judgment is an ill. Guardian of Truth ? 
To judge of a [hing in its true State, all Prejudices, 
and the Clouds thrown on it by Cabals, are co be fepa- 
rated and put afide. You are not ignorant that Truth 
never does fo much Good in the World, as the Ap- 
pearances of it doill. Publick Errors have foinetimes 
as long a Courfe asthe moft true Opinions, and we 
blindly embrace all that fupports them, in negle&ing 
to examine what may deftroy them. 

Permit me to tell youthen, that that Letter is not 
from a Friend of the Republick, but it comes from the 
Pen of an Enemy, fo much the more dangerous, as he 
is -difguis'd and artificial. 

His firft Care is to fow Diftruft, and thereby he in. 
fpires Fear, and from Fear he goes to Difunion, where- 
by he feeks to deftroy the Party whom lie affe&s to 
embrace, to give the better Play to him to whom he is 
indeed the Friend and Organ. 

Pure and fimple Truth bas no Need of either Invec- 
tive or Calumny, it belongs to Falfhocd to borrow from 
Irony and Satyr to inveigle the Minds which let them- 
felves be ftupitied by thofe fore of Licences. 

If I had Honour to be known to my Lords and 
Matters, as I have to be one of their Subje&s, I fhould 
make no Difficulty of talking to chem, as I do to you. 
Tax menot witha felf Love, as if 1 would make my 
felf a Counfellour of State, one may without thewing 
to a-Prince his Duty, put him in Mind of what he may 
have forgot. And after all, Nothing is fo natural as 
putting one’s Hand tothe Head when one finds it out 
of Order. In like manner, I chink, that a Subje& who 
is confider'd as a Member of the Body of the Society, 
miy without Temerity prefent to the Chief, if not 
Means of Succour, at leaft a mechanical Defire of affif- 
ting. Be that es it will, you are my Friend, and in 
that Quality, I am yoingto tell you ingeftioufly my 
Thoughts upon the prefematconjun&ures, fo far as they 
concern my dear€ountry. 

I pretend to be-able to fhew you as clear as the Day, 
that it behoves this Republick to enter into the Qua- 

druple Alliance, for the Advantage of its Trade, and 
* for the Repofe of its Provinces ; and if they do not 
concur with the three other Potentates to the Peace of 
Europe in General, thofe three Potentates will of ne- 
ceffity trouble their Repofe and their Trade in Parti- 
cular. ’ 


I ask you firft, if the Treaty which is’ propos’d to 3 


Spain, is not a Treaty wherein reigns an admirable 
Equality ? I profefs to you that I was charm’d with 
the reading of that Proje&, which is throughout fill’d 
with Equivalent Claufes, and wherein all is fo equita- 
bly diftributed for extinguifhing all the Quarrels and 
Pretences of War among the Princes of Europe. . 

The Motive of it is ftill finer, this Treaty and this 
Alliance has no other tendency than the Peace and 
Tranquility of all Europe, aad by confequence of all 
the World, one muft be an Enemy to Peace it felf to 
refufe Conditions fo juft. 

Can any Chriftian Prince difpence with himfelf the 
entring into Views fo falutary without incurring the 
Indignation of the other Princes : According te Ari- 
{totle, Peace procures the Repofe and Happinefs of an 
infinite Number ‘of People, it preferves Juftice in the 
Cities, Security in the Countries, Trade upon the Land 
and in the Seas, and by the Bond of Commerce and 
Alliances, the whole World forms in-a Manner but one 
Province. 

But if this Plan is as generous as the Kings who have 

rojeéted it are powerful,and able to make it take Effect, 
is remains only to examine, whether Juftice and Equi- 
ty be the Foundation of it. 

The true Effence which conftirutes the Nature of 
Contraés, is without doubt Equality ; and when that 
Oecconomy is obferved, it then truly takes the Name 
pel es and that which doth not fo acquiefce is decla- 
red Unjuift, and the Defigns of it ought to be miftruft- 
ed ; and inafmuch as fuch Defigns allarm all Europe, 

all Europe ought to concur for its Tranquility, and 
that by all forts of Ways, even by Arms. 
The King of England, who prefers che Palm to the 


Lawrel, is one of thofe Princes, who after othershave 
fet their Mind upon vain Glory, diftinguifhes himfelf 


by Virtues, che Recompences whereof are more dura- 


ble 3 Peace, Concord,and Union : A Prince has more 
Right to make War in all Cates on fuch an Occafion, 
than he who is carried away byMiniffers who feek only 
te thew their Talents at the Expence of the Repofe of 
Europe, and who facrifice perhaps the Subje&s and 
Treatures of their Mafter to the vain Glory of immor- 
talizing their Names, and being one Day compar'd to 
Richelieu and Mazarine. 

The further Elements are diftanc’d, the lefs they 
clath ; upon this Principle, the King of Great Bri- 
tain has been willing bya Treaty to feparaae two Prin- 
ces, who would be always in War while they are 
Neighbours, becaufe onecannot fuffer a Superior, and 
the other cannot endure a Companion. 

It behoves their High Mightineffes to preferve the 
Peace of Europe, as much as it doth the King of Great 
Britain to procure it; both the one and the other are 
equally interefted in ir. 

The Morive that has made the King of England A&, 
is the fame which we ought to havein the prefent 
Conjunttures: All good Patriots will confider it as 
the greateft Misfortune that can happen this Republick, 
if fhe feparates from England by a Principle of Fear 
and Diftruft; and the Enemies of both Nations will 
have gain’d enough, if they fhall be able to feparate 
two States who fubfift by a mutual Confidence, good 
Harmony, and unanimity of Syftem ; if the paft Times 
may give a Judgment of what are ro come,. this Truth 
has need of no more Proofs and Arguments for fup- 
porting and maintaining it. 

Fear increafes the Danger ; we ought not to deliver 
our felves up to certain Evils for avoiding only Dan- 
gers that are very remote ; on the contrary, the Confi- 
dence which is founded upon Treaties, renders for+ 
midable Allies, who without that lofe part of their 
Power by difuniting part of their Strength. 

If Holland fufpe&s England of having taken care of 
its private Interefts by the’ Means of the Quadruple 
Alliance, England will have all manner of Reafon for 
fafpe&ting Holland of contriving for its Interefts by 
the Means of a Neutrality. 

But if on one Side it be found falfe that the King of 
England bas ftipulated Advantages prejudicial to the 
Hollanders, on the other Side it will for ever be true 
that we may reproach our felves with Reafon, for ha- 
fhe wn a Spirit more devoted ro Inter: ft than Eng- 
land, if we will not facrifice to the Repofe of Europe 
in General the Intereft perhaps of one City in Particu- 
lar, while England facrifices for a time a Whole 
Trade wherein it has fo much Advantage, and even 
more than we. 

Tell me, I pray you, which of the two appears in 
that Cafe moft animated for making a good Uit of the 
prefent Circumftances ? 

But fuppofe that the King of Spain grants the Hol- 
landers part of the Englifh Trade, either by a Secret 
Treaty, or that to revenge himfelf of the Englith Spain 
grants to us fome Advantages preferable to other Na- 
tions, that may be enough te excite the whole Englith 
Nation to lay afide all Differences, and unanimoufly 
concur in obliging Spain to furrender to them what 
may be granted to us to their Prejudice ; after which 
nothing will remain to us but what England pleafes 
to leave us, fo that our pretended Moderation in the 
prefent Cafe can procure to us nothing but Contempt 
and Jealoufy- 

On the contrary, if we fhall concur conjun@ly with, 
his Britannick Majefty, all the Advantages chat arife 
from it will be neceflarily divided between England 
and Holland, and then England will have no more 
Right to ftipulate Advantages than we, and by this 
means we fhal] be in a condition to caufe an Equili- 
brium to bé obferv’d in the Ceffion of Commerce. 

On the other fide, Spain will have very little Re- 
gard, and ftill lefs Acknowledgment of our Neutrali- 
ty, when fhe fees herfelf prets’d to acquiefce in the 
Quadruple Alliance ; and Holland will be efleemed 
happy enough, in having enjoy’d alone the Spanifh 
Trade, while England was depriv’d of it ; and fuppofe 
that Spain would acknowledge the Service done her, 
the Englifh, as I told you, by the Right of fuperiog 
Strength, will never fuffer it. 

After having thus expos'd to you the Inconveniences 
which will happen by the natural Confequences which 
T have drawn from the prefent Pofture of Affairs, we 
will examine the Reafons by which England may jufti- 
fy her Proceedings with Refpe& to us. 

The Raefon for which the King of England has E- 


quipp’d a Fleet, without waiting fox the Confent _ 
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the Dutch, was that the Occalion preffed, and that 
the Evil was to be prevented in its Beginning, to avoid 
too great Obitaclesin the End. Ifhe went before, it 
was becaule he belicv’d and hop’d the Dutch would 
follow, as one Friend follows another when the Inte- 
reft ofboth is in Hand. The King made himfelf {ure 
ina Manner of drawing us‘into his Party, becaufe he 
forefaw no Reafon for our keeping out of it ; fo that 
it is an Injury to impute to the King of Great Britain, 
that he aGted fecretly in an Affair of this Nature and 
Importance. 

But then. new Sufpicions are rais‘d, and tis ob- 
jé&ted, that the King of England had too much Re- 
gard to his particular Intereft in this Affair, and. that 
without that, he would not have been fo expeditious 
in fitting out a Squadron. But confider I befeech you, 
that Expedition was here.neceflary, and that we fail 
into the contrary Extream, and much more dangerous, 
when Deliberations are drawn out, and Time loft with- 
out concluding any thing ; and frankly acknowledge, 
that as ill-grounded Fear difpofes us to interpret things 
according to the Opinion it has prejudiced us with, 
fo when the Charm is broken, Affairs appear to us or- 
dinarily with quite another Face. In the mean time, 
it is much to be feared, that Prejudice rather than Fa- 
vour will happen to the Republick, from this Irrefo- 
lution and Inaé€tion. 

For Firft, There is a great deal of Appearance, that 
England being ftronger than Spain, will reduce it by 
Sea, ané will favour the Means for the Imperialifts to 
dag the fame by Land. Secondly, That the will oblige 
Spain co grant her Advantages for refunding the Char- 
ges of the War, and that thofe Advantages will be to 
the Prejudice of Holland ; which isthe more to be 
believ'd, in that it is to be fear’d that England may be 
animated with Refentment againft us ; and that Spain 
being in no Fear of us, will have no Manner of Re- 

ard to what we may have done in his Favour by our 
eutrality. 

You will tell me, that Holland will make Spain pro- 
mife not to part with any Advantages in Trade with- 
out our Participation of it, or that the fhall enter at 
the fame time into Meafures with us. To which I 
anfwer, That what Meafures may be taken, England 
will force Spain to give them upto her, or if not all, 
at leaft the moft confiderable Part of Trade, and will, 
if need be, guarantee Spain againft a}] that may hap- 
pen ; fo that when we would demand Reafon' of 
Pain, we thall have at che fame time co do with Eng- 
and. 

But you will fay in that Cafe, we thall oppofe Force 
with Force ; I underftand you, that is tofay, that at 
this Time you would avoid an Alliance wherein there 
is no Rifque or Danger of War, becaufe you without 
Reafon fear a War ; while at che fame time, you 
would thata War be prepar’d even with England. 
For God’s Sake, is it not better to avoid War conjun&- 
ly with one’s Friends, and prevent fuch unhappy Con- 
fequences, by entring into the Quadruple Alliance, 
which we may fign without fearing any thing ? 

Befides all this, if this Affair be confider’d with Re- 
foe& to the Emperour, I profefs I find a great deal of 
Prejudice for us in the Neutrality : For fuppofe the 
Emperour be not in a Condition to do us as much 
Good as Spain, I ask you, if he be not in a Condition 
to do us more Harm than Spain can do us gocd ? He 
is cur neareft Neighbour, England is his Ally, both 
the one and the other will be difpos’d to Vengeance. 
To make one’s felf a tacite Enemy by Land, and have a 
concurrent one jealous by Sea, who will loofe the 
Friendthip hitherto afforded us, are in my Opinion, 
Inconveniences that ought to be avoided as much as 

pofiible. 

Further, remember “at we difoblige France alfo, 
who is by his Interefts equally engag’d as the other fii- 
pulating Princes in theQuadruple Alliance. Believe you 
not that thefe three Potentares will look upon us as Fa- 
vourers of the contrary Party, and by Confequence as 

an Enemy not declar’d. 

You flatter your felf perhaps that Spain will offer 
the Mediation to Holland, Granted; but do you be- 
lieve that the Emperour wil) put that Affront upon 
France and England as to cenfent to it? Do you be- 
Jieve that he will flight the Mediacion of France and 
England to accept that of Holland, who would not 
employ two Men of War to conftrain the obftinate 
Party ? Befides, What is properly this Quadruple 
Alliance, if it be not an amicable Declaration of the 
Neutral Princes, who make a Plan of Peace, and who 
as common Friends offer it to the Parties that are in 
Difference? Is it not a Plan -of Accommodation 
which terminates in the fame end as the Mediation ? 
Tis properly a Plan of Mediation which abridges the 
Conferences, the Affembies, the infinite Difcuffions, 
and the Embaeras which scconipany the ordinary way 
of Negociations. You fee plainly, Sir, that France 
and England will be the Mediators, and that they in- 
vite Holland to be fo conjun&ly with chem; that if 
Holland refufes it at the Requeft of the Emperour, the 
cannot without violating the Rights of the two 
Crowns of France anit England accépt that which 
Spain propofesto her, But will for a‘ Moment grant 


you that the Emperour end Spain who are the ive 
Parties in Difpute, as alfo England and France, will 
leave and even offer to you the Mediation, what would 
the put an end to the War be. 
‘ween the Emperour and Spain; this is provi 

So that in what Manner foever I examine this Mate 
ter, I fee not any fhorter Way for our Republick, chan 
to enter without Sufpicion, and without more Delay 
into the Quadruple Alliance. There need be no Fear 
of Confifcation of Dutch Ships in Spain, they have had 
Time enough to put themfelves into a Security again 

muft tell you further, that our Trade to Spain fu 

fers by the Backwardnefs and Irrefolution we ane in up- 
on this Affair ; for while we leave our Merchants in 
Uncertainty, no body dares undertake Trade, and it 
will not recover Vigour till fuch Time as their High 
Mightinefles have declar’d themfelves Neuters; but 
then I very much fear, that under the Pretext of our 
Ships carrying Powder and contraband Goods to Spain, 
England may follow the Example of Sweden, &c. 
Leenwarden, Of. 26, 1718. 


‘ London, November 20. 

The laft Advices from Melazzo are of the igth of 
OGober, by which it appears, that the Spaniards had 
not at that time, yet open’d their Trenches before the 
Town, and that chere was Reafon to believe, the Re- 
inforcement of 6000 Imperialifts from Genoa, who are 
failed again fince the Storm, will come in Time to re« 
lieve the Place. 

London, November to. 

We hear, that on Sunday rext, the 23d Inftanir, 
there will be two Charity Sermons preach’d in the Pa- 
of Garlick-Hythe, for the Bene-: 

tof the Schoo] at Vintry-Ward, on the opening of 
the New Organ in chat Church, ; _- 
London, November 20. 

Yefterday South-Sea Stock was 106 7 8tlis, 108, 107 
5 8ths, to 1073 qrs. Bank 143 3 qrs, to 14¢f 3 qrs. 
India 189, 190 1 qr, 189 3 qrs, to 190, Lottery An- 
Huity lor, 101 3 qrs, 101 1 half, to 101 § 8ths. 


Royal Hofpital at Greenwich, Nov.15, 1718. 

The Direttors of His Majefty’s Royal Hofpital for Seamen at 
‘Greenwich, do bereby give Notice; that fuch Perfens at are 
willing to ferve the faid Hofpital wich all fuch forts of Tura 
ntry-ware as foall be wanted there, may give in their Propen 
Salste them, fealed up, on Saturday the 22d of this Infant, 
at Nine in the Morning, in the faid Hofpital, and in the mean 
time may have a more particular Account from the Steward 
there, of the feveral kinds of Goods that will be wanted; 
shat they may bring Samples along with their Propofals. 


By His Royal Highnefs’s Command. 
By His Majefty’s Company of Comedians. 
the Thearre-Royal ix Drury-Lane} 
this prefent Thurfiley, being he: of Noveaiber, will be pre. 
ented the true and ancient Hiftory+t King Lear and his 3 Daughters, 
Kiog Lear Mr. Booth, E¢gar Mr. Wilks, Bdaiuad Mr, Mills, Glolier 
Mr, Cidber, Gentleman Ufhcr Mr. Penkethmano, Cordelia Mrs, Sant- 


w, 
At the particular Defire of fevéral Ladies of Quality. 
By the Company of Comedians. 


T the Theatre in Little-Lincoln’s-Inn- 
. Fields, this prefewt Thurfizy being the 20th of November, 
will be prefented a Comedy cali’d, Love makes a Man, or, The 
Fep’s Fortune. In which will be perform’d, a Mafque, never per- 
form'd there but once, call'd, Venus and Adonis. (Set to Mufick. 
by Dr. Pepufch) | The part of Venus by Mrs. Barbier, Adonis by 
Signiora Margucrita De L’Epine, and Mars by Mr. Leveridge, 
With New Darices, proper to the Mafque, by Montf de la Garde 
Mrs. Bullock, end Monf. de Ia Garde’s Two Soos. N.B. The firtt 
Interlude will be perform'’d at the-End of the Second A@, and the 
fecond Interlude at the End of the Third. 


Loft on Tuefday Night laft the 18th In- 


ftant, a rough fal.ow Greyhound Buch, with a black Mozzle, about 
three Years old, “Whoever bringsit to Mr. Gamidge’s, at the Crowa 
in St. Paol’s Cherch-yard, fhall have a Guinea Reward. 


To be Sold out of a Gentleman’s Stable, 
A very good young feafon’d black Coach 


Mare, masked with a Star and Snip, Erquire of Mr. Man at his 
Coffee-houf: over-againft Lincoln’s-Inn-Gate in Chancery-lane, and 
you may knowfurther. 


Bibliotheca Curiofa; or, A Catalogue of the 
molt valuable Englifh Book, in Divinity, Hiltory, Lives, Travels, Voy- 
ages, Plays, Romances, Mathematicks, and other Arts and Sciences ; 
of the very Lelt Editions, fome larpe Paper, Morocco binding, and 
molt new, gilt, and lettcr’d on the Back. 
Auttion, at Robio’s fice-hoole in the Oli-Jewry, near Cheapfide, 
this Day the zoth Isitant, beginning every Evening at 5 a «Clock, 
and conticue daily till allare ld. By Sam. Bookfeller, under 
Searie’s Gate, Lincolo’s lan New-lquare. Catalogiies may be had 
at the Place of Sa'e. 

To be Sold by AUCTION, 


This Day and To-morrow, the 20th and 
2th Infant, all the Stcck in Trade of Mr. William Clackfon, de- 
at his late Dwelling Houfe zt the Golden Lionby Blcerdirch 5 
Confitting of all forts of Standing Reds, as Mohair, Camblets, and 
Cheney, both Ened and unlin’d: Alf a choice Parcel of ¥cather 
Beds, Bl-nkets, Quilts, and Rugs: Alfoa large Quantiry of Mohairs, 
Demasks, Satins, Demitys, Camblers, Cheneys and Lirfeys, both in 
whole Pieces and Remnants, with all other forts of Upholferers 
Wares. The Goods to be viewed and Catalogues to be had at the 
aforefaid Hoxufe, this Day til] the Time of Sale, which will begin ex 
at One Note, The Houfe is to be Lett. 
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